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20l8rNo. 99

IN THE MATTER OF AI{ APPLICATION UNDER
THE BERMUDA CONSTITUTION 1968

A}TD IN THE MÂTTER OF THE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP AC'T 2O1S

BETIíEEN:

OUTBERMUDâ,

-v-

AFFIDAVIT Or IUDITH EELECIA AIDOO-SALTUS

I,Judith Felecia Aidoo-Saltus, of 9 Beach Road, Sandys 5801, Bermuda, MÂKE OATH and
SAY as follows:

1. I make this affidavit on behalf of the Plaintiffs. The facts ser out herein are true.
rüíhete infotmation \¡/as ptovided to me by others, the facts are true to the best of
my information and belief.

2. True copies of certaio documents are now shown to me ma*ed Exhibit'JFAS-l".
References made to tâb numbers are ro the tabs in that exhibit.
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3. I live with my Bermudian wife,JuliaJane Lily,tidoo-Saltus, in Bermuda. I hold two
pâsspofts: one Âmedcan and one Ghanaian. I was born in 1ù(/ashington, DC on
December 9r 1962, but my heart and soul belong to .,{frica, and I have lived there
for much of the last 43 yeârs.

4. I am the second of for¡r children born to an Âfrican-.A.medcan mothe¡ from
Charleston, South Carolina and her husband, a sügeori ftom the Ashanti kingdom
in Kumasi, Ghana iri Tüest'{frica. Both were Howard University gmduates; church
going, accomplished enueprereurs, and æcognized pillars in out comrnunity.
Largely due to their influence, I am a Harvatd t¡ained lawyer; a former investrnent
banker; a photographer, poet, and producer; and a dedicated philanthropist.

5. In 1975, my family moved to my late father's homeland of Ghana, a fotmer Briúsh
Colony that gained independence in 7957, the first in AFtica. I attended the oldest
and most prestigious girls school in the country, one founded by Methodist
missionaries in 1836 in the city of Cape Coasq the former seatof the British colonial
administration. I attended scripture sen¡ice daily and was schooled in both
academics and cultr:ral mores. I excelled there, and this period remains one of the
colnerstones of my life. Indeed, I deliberately mainain close ties with many
members of my high school class and tegularly âttend our meetings and reunions;
actively parcicipate in or¡t group social media; and contdbute financially and
otherwise to ensure our collective development" The school's credo to 'ol-ive Pwe.
Speak True. Right lü(/rong. Follow the King" informs my personal decisions,
including this humble submission.

6. I statted in Form 3 in 7976 as a conûdent, enelgetic, inquisitive student, and a bit
of a tomboy. If one were to casually glance at pictures of me from that time, one
would obsen¡e that my nâtuf,âl beadng choice of dress, and energy (often evidenced
by *y vigorous defense drrtiog basketball pmctice) would waffarrt this appellation.

7. lühile at school, I became aulare of a well known and accepted cultual practice at
gitls schools, called supi in our local language. This term refers to the special

telationship, often romantic if not always sexual, that is entered into formally
be¡¡¡een nuo gids in many â[ gld schools in Ghana. Supi is considered in Ghanaian
culn¡re as a somewhat amusing fact of life, an understandable practice among
pubescent gttlt itt all fernale envi¡onments. However, it is a practice that gids are

expected to relinquish as they age and prepare for traditional marriage ro men.
,{lthough I never had a supi, I was inuigued by the concepr and, but for my
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uûcharacteristic timidity in afFairs of the heart, I would certainly have been a supi

myself.

8. In Ghana, as in many cultures, we place geat importânce on the nâme that we

bestow on children and things. Indeed, among the '{.shanú in Ghana, of which I
am a proud member, when a child is born into our family, we conduct a formal
naming ceremony in front of the entire community to inuoduce our newest

member. It is the fi¡st of many of our formal rites of passage, perhaps only matched

in importance by marnage and death. During a uaditional Ashanti naming
cef,emony, normally performed a week after birth because of high infant mortality,
an elder in the f"*ily will place a drop of watet, nsu, on the newly named child's

tongue and say, in the presence of the entire community: this is water; when you
taste it, you must call it water. He will then bdng a drop of a clear alcohol
traditionally imported Schnapps, a product of our colonial influence, and say to the
child: this is Schnapps; when you tâste iq you must call it Schnapps. Even though
the wo liquids may look identical, the very day an Ashanti child is named and

inuoduced to our society we teach it to have the wisdom (and, if required, the

courage) to distinguish benveen two things that look alike, and, mosr impofianq to
speak true by calling each by its rightful name.

9. The fact that the word supi itself exists in my Ghanaian culture, the fact that it is
our tradition to train our children at very young ages to learn and follow the ptecise

dtuals required to become spouses, the fact that one is considered to be a failu¡e if
one does not marry, all form evidence of the underst¿nding and impottance that
we place on deep, emotional love connections. Indeed, we believe that marriage

itself strengthens all our families, and, by implication, the nation itself.

10. These above stated facts about ¡tfrican culture in genetal, and Ashanti culture in
particular, may rLrn conuary to public perception. However, let the record show

that neithet maciage, nor homosexuality (nor bþtry for that matter), are foreþn
coricepts to Âftica or .Africans. Both ptactices preceded the arrival of the first
Euopeans in Africa, namely the Pomrguese, who, coincidentally,landed in 1471 in
a coastal torwïì they came to call Elmina. It is in what is today Ghana, and is litetally
a stone's throw from my old high school. Moreover, both practices have been well
evidenced in our histoties, indigenous languages, customs, and traditional laws and

religions, before the advent of colonialism. Fortunately, this is well documented in
both the academy and the afis from all ovet the wodd, including importantly, by
African schola$ and creators thcmselves. One has to have the will to look and the
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courâge to see and, most important, once seen, to speak tnre, See, for example, a
list of litetatr¡re on Afücan homosexuality compiled by the Rainbow.A.lliance ITAB
{, and a sampliog of articles from that list [T^ABS 2 and 31.

11.It is customâry in many societies, including those African, ro give

acknowledgement, suppofi, and respect to homosexual and lesbian relationships

and marriages. Perhaps the case of the new South .,{.&ica, led by global leaders and

Nobel laueates such as the late, great Nelson Mandela and A¡chbishop Desmond
Tutu, is of particular riote. ¡{.t the advent of creating a netñ¡ multi-racial, multi-ethnic,
free society, founded on its post-apartheid constitution, South Aftica made

recognition of its gay citÞens'right to maffy essential and unequivocal, even in the
face of religious and cultu¡al opposition. Ä,fter years of political and personal
struggle, they understood clearþ that no one can be f¡ee unless all are free.

12.It is for these reâsons that I humbly submit these corrunents which can be simply
summarized in this way: while matriage and dómestic partnerships may look
identicaf confering sirnilat dghts, serving essentially the same purpose, they are

not the same thing. l7e know this by the very names that we give one, as distinct
from the other. I must, those of us who can must, speak true.

13. My pmyer is that every human, let akrne every Bermudian, will have the tight to
freely choose thei¡ beloved, in the loving company of family and friends, without
shame of, a sense of second class citizenship, and speak true, giving tightful name

to theh lawfully wedded spouse. It is a naming that I, Judith Aidoo, now Judith
Aidoo-Salnrs, hold dear, as should we all.

S'$üORN by the said

JUDITH FELECIA, Á,rDOO-SALTUS
In the City of+ffitr Chßflcihn
In Beçmuda Sor¿ìh Camhvrø

On the I { 
ø a"tof Apdl 2018

Befote me:

Notary Public ( On mÀfvìon {,.ÉPy($ O1'2b'26L1

I

)
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INTHE SUPREME COURT OFBERMUDA
cTvILJURISDTCTION

2018: No.99

IN THE MATTER OF ÁhI APPLTCATION
UNDER THE BERMUDA CONSTÍTUTION 1968

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE DOMESTIC
PARTNERSHIP ACT 2018

BETWEEN

OUTBERIVIUÐÂ
Fi¡st Plaint!ff

-and-

MARYEIJ-EN CLAUDIA LOUISE JACKSON
Sesosd Plaintiff

-v-

THE ATTORNEY GENERÄL
Defendant

AFFID.ÀVIT OF
JUDITH FErÆCrÂ AIDO O-SÂLTr.IS

aswlaw
ASW lâw tlnrir€d Cr¡wford Hous¿

5O Cedar Avenue , Hômllton, HM I l
BERMUÖA

Attotneys for the Plaintiffs
RSAS/1760-001
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BERMUDA
cf\nl,ruRrsDrcÏroN

2018: No.99

IN THE MATTER OFAhI APPLICATTON UNDER
THE BERMI'DA CONSTITUTION 1968

A}ID IN THE II{ATTER OF THE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHTP ACT 2018

BETWEEN¡
OUTBERMUDA

-and-

MARYELLEN CI-AUDIA LOUISE JÂCKSON

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

-v-

First Plaintiff

Second Plaintiff

Defendant

EXHIBTT'TFAS-I"

These are the documents ¡efered to in the
before me this I I I(t day of April2018.

Notary Public
c4er(?trts 01\I¡AL1

affidavit ofJudith Aidoo-Saltus affrrmed
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BERMUDA
crnl,FlRrsDIcTION

2018r No.99

IN THË, MATTER OF AT{ APPLICATTON
UNDER
THE BERMUDÀ CONSTTTUTION 1968

AT$D IN THE M-ÀTTER OF THE DOMESTIC
PåRTNERSHIP ÂCT 2018

BETWEEN:
OUTBERMUDA

EiresllÊintilf
-and-

MARYELLEN CLAUDIA LOUISE JÀCKSON
Second Plaintiff

-v-

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Defendarü

EXHIBIT S.JFAS-I"

L.:_1
f-J aswlaw

Ã5W L¿w Limltad;Crawfôrd Hou¡e
5O fedar Avenuê i Hômitton. íM¡t

ÊËßMUDA

.Attorneys for the Plaintiffs
RSAS/1760-001
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